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Key facts - T&C manufacturing sector in the USA :
 ¾ Provides employment to over 585,000 workers.
 ¾ Excluding raw cotton and wool, two thirds of U.S. 

textile supply chain exports sent to free trade 
partners in 2019.  The entire U.S. textile supply 
chain exported to more than 200 countries, with 
24 countries importing $100 million or more.

 ¾ The U.S. textile industry supplies more than 8,000 different textile 
products to the U.S. military, mostly made of synthetic textiles.

 ¾ Textile research and development is an important activity, with the 
U.S. textile complex developing next generation textile materials such 
as conductive fabric with anti-static properties, electronic textiles 
that can monitor heart rate and other vital signs, antimicrobial fibers, 
lifesaving body armour, and fabrics that adapt to the climate to make 
the wearer warmer or cooler.

 ¾ The U.S. textile industry invested over $18 billion in new plants and 
equipment from 2009 to 2018, including recycling facilities to convert 
textile and other waste to new textile uses.

 ¾ U.S. textile mills have increased labor productivity by 69% since 2000.
 ¾ In 2019, hourly and nonsupervisory textile mill workers on an average 

earned more than twice as much as apparel store workers ($722 per 
week vs. $314) and received healthcare and retirement benefits. 

Export of T&C from USA
For the period Jan-Nov 2020, USA exported US$ 20.82 billion worth of T& C 
products, of which export of Textiles was valued at US$ 17.11 billion. Of the 
total export of Textiles, cotton textile products (excluding raw cotton) was 
valued at US$ 4.34 billion accounting for a share of 25%; share of cotton was 
32% and the balance 43% is export of textiles made of synthetic, wool and 
other textile material.
(Insert TABLE 1. here)
Table 1:  Export of T&C from USA
Top 10 markets for export of Cotton Textiles (including cotton fibre) from 
USA is given at Chart 1. It may be noticed that Canada, Mexico, Honduras 
& Dominican Republic account for 30% of export of cotton textiles from 
the US. Export to China, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Turkey and India 
was mainly cotton fibre. China is the largest market for US cotton.
(Insert CHART 1. here) 
Chart 1: Top ten markets+ India for export of cotton textiles (including 
cotton fibre) from USA  (Jan - Nov 2020)
Import of T&C into USA
For the period Jan-Nov 2020, USA imported US$ 104.13 billion worth of 
T&C, of which import of Textiles was US$ 40.57 billion and cotton textiles 
was valued at US$ 26.66 billion.
India’s share in supply of cotton textiles into the US was 9%, which 
comprised mostly of home textiles. 
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With a population of 316 million 
people, USA is the single largest 
importer of Textile & Clothing (T&C) 
in the world. In the year 2019-
20, USA imported US$ 112 Billion 
worth of T&C products and also 
exported US$ 26 Billion worth of 
T&C, which clearly indicates that 
T&C manufacturing continues to be 
an active sector. T&C manufacturing 
is an important component of the 
U.S. economy and are found in every 

region of the country. 
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In the year 2019, USA imported US$ 11.83 billion worth 
of made-ups, whereas import for the period Jan-Nov 2020 
recorded a steep increase to US$ 24.26 billion, mainly because 
of huge increase in import of masks from China, which was 
exempted from additional tariff imposed by US on China. 
India’s share in made-up import into USA for the year 2019 
was 21 %, however India’s share has declined to 8.74 % for 
the period Jan-Nov 2020 due to sharp increase in total import 
from the base of US$ 11.83 billion in the year 2019 to US$ 24.26 
billion in the first 11 months of the year 2020.
(Insert TABLE 2. here) 
Table 2:  Import of Textile & Clothing into USA & India’s share 
(Value in Billion US$)
(Insert CHART 2. here)
Chart 2: Top ten suppliers of Made-ups to USA (January - 
November 2020)
Import from top ten supplying countries account for 96% of 
total import of made-ups into USA, as shown at Chart 2. China 
is the single largest supplier with 71 % market share. Sharp 
increase in import from China in the year 2020 over the 
previous year is mainly due to import of a large quantity of 
Covid19 related medical textiles including masks.
Data Analysis:
Data analysis on import of cotton textile products into USA 
from all sources v/s from India is given in following Tables. 
Import of cotton yarn into USA
(Insert TABLE 3. here)
Table 3:  Import of Cotton yarn into USA from all sources 
Of the top 10 HS lines of cotton yarn imported into USA from 
all sources, India is also supplying 9 out of 10 HS lines, albeit in 
different proportion as shown at Table 3 & 4.
(Insert TABLE 4. here) 
Table 4:  Import of Cotton Yarn into USA from India
Import of Cotton Fabrics into USA from all sources & from 
India
(Insert TABLE 5. here)
Table 5:  Import of Cotton Fabrics into USA from all sources 
Top 10 HS lines of cotton fabrics imported into USA Vs from 
India is given at Table 5 & 6. It may be observed that:

 ¾ Of the top 10 HS lines of cotton fabrics imported into USA 
from all sources, India is present in only 5 HS lines.

 ¾ Import under top 3 HS lines of cotton fabrics imported 
into USA account for US$ 831.79 million in which share 
of India is nil.

 ¾ There is a vast scope to increase export of coated, 
impregnated fabrics from India to USA. 

 ¾ There is a mismatch in what the market need and 
what is exported from India. There may be various 
reasons including production capability, availability of 
technology etc. which need to be addressed.

(Insert TABLE 6. here) 
Table 6:  Import of Cotton Fabrics into USA from India
Import of Knitted Fabrics into USA
For the period Jan-November 2020, USA imported US$ 96 

million worth of cotton knitted fabrics, of which import from 
India was valued at US$ 76 million India is the largest supplier 
of cotton knitted fabrics to USA with a market share of  79%.
(Insert CHART 3. here) 
Chart 3: Cotton Knitted Fabrics top 10 suppliers to USA (Jan - 
Nov 2020)
Import of Cotton Made-ups into USA from all sources Vs 
from India
(Insert TABLE 7. here)
Table 7:   Import of Cotton made-ups into USA from all sources
Import of Cotton Made-ups into USA from all sources & 
India are given at Table 7 & 8. It may be observed that:

 ¾ Of the top 10 HS lines of cotton made-ups imported into 
USA, India is also in the top 8 HS lines thereby indicating 
India is also supplying almost all the major products that 
are in demand in the US market. 

 ¾ India is the top supplier of bed linen products to USA.
 ¾ There is a scope for increasing export of cleaning cloths 

such as dishcloth, floorcloths in addition to knitted 
bedlinen.

(Insert TABLE 8. here)
Table 8 :   Import of Cotton Made-ups into USA from India
Way forward to increase export of cotton textiles from 
India to USA
As shown in above Tables, there is need for product 
diversification to supply what is required in the market thereby 
bridging the mismatch in export from India Vs import into USA 
from all sources.
Yarns for retail sale, covered under HS 5207 has a scope for 
increasing export from India to USA.
Coated fabrics for various end uses, such as abrasive fabrics, 
tents, industrial filters have high potential for export from India.
USA imports over half a billion US$ worth of floorcloths and 
such made-ups for cleaning purpose, which offers a vast scope 
for increasing export from India.
Knitted bedlinen is over US$ 300 million business in USA 
offering scope for increasing export from India.
It is important to diversify into Fibre mix and product mix 
to meet with market demand and compete with other major 
supplying countries. 

Source: NCTO, USA; GTA, Singapore; EoI, Washington.
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 To view the full report along with Charts and Tables 
kindly visit the following link:

https://tinyurl.com/TEXPROCIL-US-textile-trade
List of major chain stores and importers in USA  

dealing with T&C is available at the following link:
 https://tinyurl.com/TEXPROCIL-US-textile-importers

Disclaimer: Kindly verify credibility of buyers in the importers 
database at your own interest. The Council is not responsible for recent 
developments in their existence and credibility. 

Kindly send your feedback and comments to  
TEXPROCIL on email :   ravi@texprocil.org
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